316                        THE   KNIGHTS   TEMPLARS
council was not inclined to make any exemption. He had
no wish to embarrass the commission, he concluded, but he
must be permitted to act as seemed best to him,
Panic mounted among the Templars of Paris as the
Council of Sens continued its work. On the day following
de Pruino's trial, thirty-eight prisoners gave notice that they
desisted from the defence before the commission* To
defend the Order meant at least long imprisonment and
perhaps death, and the commission was inundated with
requests from brethren who, to escape punishment, begged to
be allowed to withdraw from the process. The commis-
sioners were helpless. Not only had the provincial councils
papal authority on their side, but the commissioners knew
that Philip the Fair was behind the affair. Since it was
clearly impossible to continue the enquiry into the Order
when the witnesses went in fear of death, the commission
suspended its proceedings on May 30th for five months.
Meanwhile, the enquiry into the Order was going ahead
in other countries. The King of Aragon had, with the con-
currence of his nobles, ordered the arrest of all Templars in
his kingdom at the end of 1307, and appointed the Grand
Inquisitor and the Archbishops to examine the brethren.
The Templars, however, did not mean to suffer the fate of
their brethren in France and took refuge in fortified towns
and castles. They were ordered to appear before an eccle-
siastical council, and war was declared against them when they
refused. After two years their fortresses were captured and
the Templars brought to trial* Some of them confessed
under torture, but most of the Templars maintained their
innocence, and the council pronounced itself satisfied of the
purity of the Rule of the Order. In Portugal and Castille,
the Templars were seized with the same despatch and secrecy
as in France and had no opportunity to make any resistance*
Most of the records of the trials are lost, but it is known
that a council held at Salamanca, over which the Archbishop